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Amendments to the Claims 



UsrtynK Q f Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Claims 1-22 (cancelled) 

23. (Currently Amended) A method for reusing an assay, comprising the steps of: 

(a) conducting a first assay, said first assay comprising the steps, in anv order, of : 

(i) a first hybridization of a target first nucleic acid to p ro be nucleic acid l o cated 
o n an assay for mat affixed to a supp ort, and 

(ii) hybridization of a labeled first dendrimer to said target first nucleic acid, 
wherein said target first nucleic acid comprises a first capture sequence which 
hybridizes with a complementary nucleic acid sequence of said labeled first 
dendrimer; 

(b) stripping said labeled first dendrimer from said target first nucleic acid; and, 

(c) conducting a second assay on said assay format su pport, said second assay 
comprising the steps, in any order, of : 

(i) a second hybridization of target a second nucleic acid to p r o be nucleic acid 
on the same assay format affixed to said support used for said first assay; and, 

(ii) hybridization of a labeled second dendrimer to the tar ge t said second nucleic 
acid of said second assay, wherein said target second nucleic acid of said 
second assay comprises a second capture sequence for hybridization to said 
labeled second dendrimer, said second capture sequence being a nucleic acid 
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sequence which is different from the nucleic acid sequence of said first 
capture sequence. 

24. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 23, wherein signal is detected from 
said labeled first dendrimer comprises a lab e l f o r pr o ducing a del e ctable signal during said 
first assav: (b) wherein said first nucleic acid remains on said support during said second 
assav: (c) wherein signal is dete cted from said labeled second dendrimer during said second 
assav: and (d) w herein signal is not detec ted from sa id first nucleic acid during said second 
assav . 

25. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 23, wher e in said sec o nd d e n d ri mer 
c o mprises a label f o r pr o ducing a detectable si g nal wherein signal is detected in said second 
assay, said signal being from said labeled second dendrimer. and not from said first nucleic 
acid or said second nucleic acid , 

26. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 24, wherein said label is a fl o iircscc n t 
labeled first dendrimer comprises fluorescent label. 

27. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 25, wherein said label i& a flotir e scent 
labeled second dgndijrrier qomprises a fluorescent label. 

28. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 24, f u r th er com p ri s ing the s t ep of 
de t ec t ing said signal o f said label o f said fi rs t d e ndrime r bef o r e said stripping o f said 
dendrimer fr o m said t araet nucleic acid 23. wherein signal from said labeled first dendrimer 

detected prior to said conducting said s econd assay . 

29. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 25, further comprising the step of 
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detecting said signal of said label o f from said labeled first second dendrimer prior ti> S^jd 
conducting said second assay . 

30. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 24, wherein sa i d dipping of said fii^t 
dendrime r is followed by a detection of any of said label o n said assay formal to verify that 
none of said label o f said firs t dendr i mer can be detected on said as&a> format farther 
comprising the step o f verifying that said labeled first dendrimer is not detectable on said 
su pport after said stripping of said labeled first dendrime r and before said conducting said 
second assay , 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 23, wherein said first assay format is and 
said second assay are assays of a blot, 

32. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 23, wherein said a saay format is first 
assay and said second assay are assays of a microarray. 

33. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 23, wherein at least one of said first and 
second assays comprises single dual channel detection such that signals from two different 
nucleic acid sequences are detected using a single assay. 

34. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 23, wherein at least one of said first and 
second assays comprises dtial multiple channel detectio n using at least three channels, such 
that signals from at least three different nucleic acid sequences are detected using a single 
assay . 

35. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 23, further comprising the step of 
conducting a third assay on said format supp ort using a target third nucleic acid comprising 
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a third capture sequence, said third capture sequence comprising a nucleic acid sequence 
which is different from the nucleic acid sequences of both said first capture sequence and 
said second capture sequence. 

36. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 23, fmdiet comprising the step o f 
c o nducting a third *4My on said format using a t arget nucl e ic acid c o mprising a third capture 
s e qu e nc e , said third cap t ure sequence comprising a nucleic acid s equ e nce which is differen t 
from tlic nucleic acid s e quences o f bo t h said first ca pt uie sequence and said sec o nd cap t u r e 
sequence wherein said first nucleic acid remains on said support during said second assay, 

37. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 23, further comprising the step of 
conducting further assays on said format support using target nucleic acids comprising 
capture sequences which are different from the capture sequences used in any of the prior 
assays on said assay format support . 

38. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 23, whe r e in said cap t u r e sequence 
compris e s 31 base pairs wherein said first nucleic acid remains on said support during said 
second assay, and wherein signal is not detected from said first nucleic acid during said 
second assay . 

39. (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 23, wherein at least one of said first 
and second assays is used for RNA expression analysis. 
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